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540TH ENGINEER REGIMENT
A.P.0.#464 /g
1 Qctober 1943.
JOURNAL - S-3 = 1 September to 30 September 19435.

_ .The period September lst to 7th was spend in intensive plans and
trainine with the 45th Division preparatory to embarking for invasion
of Ttaly. The Regiment (less H & S Co. and CO. nptt) embarked at Termini
Imerese, Sicily.

September 8th to September 1Och was spent on the ses. The 45th
Division being a reserve unit was landed on 10 september, and the lst
and 2nd Battalions, 540th Engineer Regiment assisted the 157th and 179th
Infantry respectively.

After retting the initial troops and equipment ashore, Red Beach 1
North and Blue Beach 2, both south of the Sele River, were organized by
the Regiment and operated until the end of September. Compeny "F'" er-
rived on 11 September and was sent to Maiori, Ttaly, to operate beaches
and dumps for the Rengers.

During the early stages of the lending the beaches were sub jected
to enemy artillery fire, and later to bombing eand strafing from the
enemy air fcrce; however, the beaches were kept in continuous operation.
In addition to the use of ICI for unloading persomel the Dukws proved
very successful in speeding up the operation and gebtting the troops
ashore dry.

1t is recommended that road matting material be furnished ready for
use; that is, with extra rods removed and backed with burlap. This type
of supoly has often arrived very late end sufficient time is not avall-
able to properly prepare the mats.

geserve units should not -e landed over an established beach. The
A5th Division was landed over beaches established by another shore unit.
This made it extremely difficult for the 540th Engineer Regiment to co-
ordinate the landing of the 45th Division as we did not control the beach
commander and beachmaster. Tt is believed advisable to land such a re-
serve within the beach head, but allow the shore party of the reserve unit

to orzanize and operate & special veach.

S. A. KNAPP °
Major, Ceie,

5-3.
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JOURNAL 8.3 7 September -~ 18 September 1943,

Colonel Marvin, Captain Knapp, Captain Fizdale, Lt, Hardeman and
Major Smith from Regimental Headquarters, lst Battalion less a rear
echelon and 2nd Battalion less one Company lews a rear echelon
loaded with olements of 179th and 157th Infantry (45th Div,) at
Tomini Imerese, Sicily,

Convoy sailed night of 7-8 for Italian Coast., Received news of
sarrender of Italy at 1800,

Bonainéd on ships off coast of Italy south of Salerno where
American deachhoad was being establighed,

Maj, Smith, Capt, Knapp, Capt. Fisdale, Lt, Hardeman landed on
Horth Red Boach #1 at 10345 A M, Also elements of Company "C" landed
on this bdoach at this time, The deachos wére Being bombed and
strafed at this time,

The lst Battalion was then holping with the operatidn of Red #1
(South) and was deing assembled in that general area, I arrived here
about 1400 and found Colonel Marvin and Lt, Col, Hemning were looking
for a location of a new beach farther north, North Blue Beach #2 was
gickod and Company "B® was sent to ostablish this beach, Companies

A" and "C* were sent to dump area for this beach which was near

During late 10th 2nd Battalion was landed over Scuth Beaches which
were being operated by U5th Division, BRegimental CP was located at
xsuzgss. Map Italy 1/50,000 Sheet 198 III, Relteved from attachment
to U5th Divigion - attached to Corps Engrs, VI Corps (1800?.

Company "F" sent on special mission north of Salernmo, Oompany *E"
operation of Gasoline dump for Blue Beach #2, Companies "A" and *0"
operation of all other Blue Beach §2 dumps and Company "B" in oharge
of Beach (Blue #2), _ '

Company "B" gent to establish Horth Yellow #2 (North of Sele River),
Beach was ostablished at 2200,

Navy could not land at Horth Yellow #2 so moved Oompany "E" to take
over the pouth moat British Beach, Company ®"C" sent to reinforce
Company "E® in operation of this beach,

Companies "C" and "E" ordered back from British Beach to take over
operation of Red North #1, Oompany "A" sent detail to operate this
beach until Companies "C® and "E* returned about 1600, Oompany "C*
then moved to vicinity of Blue Beach #2, VI Oorps had taken over all
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JOUBRSAL 8.3 (Cont'd)

duzps Dy this time, however, Company "A" still contimued to furnish
labor for Ammunition dump of Blue #2,

' any D" arrived and assembled at Bed North #1 to help Company
"E" in operation of this deach,

15 Sept., Colonel Connors and Captain Sass arrived with additional men from
Regimental Headquarters sections,

2nd Battalion operation of Bed #1 North (not dumps),
18t Battalion operation of Blue #2 North and labor in Amnunition

Damp,
16 Sept., HNo change.

17 Sept. Fo change,

18 Sspt., Ordersd to assist cperation of 3rd Division landing. Company "*D°*
% operate Bed #1 North and unload vehicles from L3Te and LOTs, :
Company "B" established special landing beaches and guides to assex-
dly arcas for persomnel unloading from L0Is, This area was north of
Sele River, 1lst Battalion to unload cargo from all i3T's over
Blue #2 to Blue #2 Dumps.
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